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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Dean Nalder 

PERTH FREIGHT LINK 
586. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the Premier’s comments on the status and route of the Perth Freight Link, in which he said — 

… we haven’t decided yet. We haven’t got to the stage of deciding how we will get access from the 
Roe Highway to the port. 

I also refer to the minister’s firm comments that the stage 2 contracts will be issued by December this year. 
(1) Is the government still planning to issue contracts for stage 2 by December this year? 
(2) What implications would abandoning stage 2 have on federal government funding? 
(3) Do his plans how include a double-storey bridge? 
Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(3) I will deal with the double-storey bridge. I saw the report by the opponents about the plan for the two-

storey bridge in Stirling. I never said anything of the sort. I will clarify straightaway what happened this 
morning at the breakfast, because the member for Fremantle was there. I said that we had looked at the 
tunnel and could not make it work and that we are looking at duplicating the bridge, but we are very 
conscious of the housing on the other side and we are looking at the design aspects to see how we can 
do that. That may involve a cut-and-cover or a top-down approach whereby we look at putting the 
trucks underneath to take them around. I use that as an example—it is not the design at this time—of 
the sorts of considerations that we are giving to how we can get the freight into the port. 

Let me clarify the discussion that the Premier and I have had in the last few days. I have acknowledged 
that I have created delays in the process of thinking by working through what may be a better solution 
for freight and for the broader community. The Premier is right; we have not defined the route into the 
port at this time. I am responsible, and I apologise to the people of Palmyra for causing that delay and 
not giving them some certainty. But I believe that if I can achieve a solution that does not result in the 
disruption to the lives of the people in Palmyra and the residents of High Street and Leach Highway and 
does not disrupt the businesses along Stock Road and I can deliver that in a cost-effective manner, that 
is what I should be doing as Minister for Transport. 

We are working through that in an orderly fashion and the advice I have from my department is that we 
are still on track. That is all I have said. There is no basis for me to say that we are not on track at the 
moment, because that is not the advice I am receiving from my department. I have also said that we are 
working through the last mile issue, and we have been working with the federal government on that for 
nearly a year. These are not things that are being rushed; we are thinking through them carefully and we 
are looking at the options. We were not responsible for selling off the Fremantle eastern bypass that 
created this mess down there—the mess that the Labor Party created, and the planning along 
High Street and Leach Highway. I am very comfortable with how this is progressing. The reports that 
I get from my department suggest that it is going very well, and we will continue to work on it. We 
have not specified exactly the date on which I will announce this, although I gave a commitment to get 
back to the residents within three months, and hopefully by then we can actually advise them and 
confirm the route we will take. That is what we have said all along. 
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